It is I believe the uniform custom in all colleges at the close of the collegiate year, publicly to present to the graduating class the diplomas which testify the efficient discharge of their duties as pupils, and, in schools teaching special branches of science as a vocation, assert their qualification properly to discharge the duties it involves.
In accordance with this time honored custom we are met this evening, and the duty has devolved on me %o speak the few words of advice and encouragement usual on these occasions. In casting about for a theme of interest, I And now it only remains for me to say good bye! trusting that so much prosperity may be accorded to each of you, as is consistent with the most perfect development of your highest capabilities, and no more; to leave with you in the name of the Facult}r of the College, the benediction of your alma mater, and for myself to thank you for your patient attention.
